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SUB J : REVISION OF STATE SECURITY ACT (SSA) 

1 . SUDANGOV APPEARS READY TO TAKE ANOTHER SIGNIFICANT STEP IN 
IMPROVING HUMAN RIGHTS ENVIRONMENT AND PROTECTING CIVIL 
LIBERTIES OF ITS CITIZENS. HIGH LEVEL COMMITTEE HAS BEEN 

FORMED TO REVIEW STATE SECURITY ACT (SSA) AND TO SUGGEST REVISIONS. 
COMMITTEE INCLUDES FIRST VP ABUL GASSEM. MINISTER OF INTERIOR, 

AND ATTORNEY GENERAL AND IS EXPECTED TO PRESENT ITS RECOM- 
MENDATIONS NEXT WEEK. 

2. DCM DISCUSSED THIS DEVELOPMENT WITH PROSECUTOR GENERAL 
OMER AL-MARDI MAY 10. MARDI EXPLAINED SSA WAS PROMULGATED 
IN 1973 AT SAME TIME SUDANESE CONSTITUTION WAS ADOPTED. 

FOLLOWING ATTEMPTED COUP IN 1975 SEVERAL AMENDMENTS WERE 
MADE TO SSA. SUDANGOV NOW RPT NOW BELIEVES THESE AMENDMENTS 
HAVE MADE SSA INCONSISTENT WITH CONSTITUTION. THEREFORE 
PRINCIPAL TASK OF REVIEW COMMITTEE WILL BE TO MAKE SSA 
AGAIN CONSISTENT WITH CONSTITUTION. 

3. MARDI EXPECTS MOST SIGNIFICANT CHANGES TO INVOLVE 
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PREVENTIVE DETENTION. HE SAID PREVENTIVE DETENTION 
WILL CONTINUE TO BE LEGAL. BUT SPECIFIC PROVISIONS, SUCH 
AS THREE MONTH LIMITATION, WHICH PROTECT INDIVIDUALS 
AGAINST ABUSES OF PREVENTIVE DETENTION WILL BE RESORED. 

4. DCM ASKED WHETHER SDUANESE COURTS HAVE POWER OF 
JUDICIAL REVIEW. MARDI SAID THEY DID AND CITED 1976 
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HIGH COURT DECISION WHICH DECLARED ILLEGAL PRACTICE OF 
TRYING CIVILIANS BEFORE MILITARY COURTS. 

5. COMMENT: LIBERALIZATION OF STATE SECURITY ACT IS 
LOGICAL NEXT STEP TO RELEASE OF POLITICAL PRISONERS AND 
MOVEMENT TOWARD MORE LIBERAL POLITICAL ENVIRONMENT. 
SUDANGOV OFFICIALS BELIEVE THAT EXISTING LAWS PROVIDE 
THEM WITH SUFFICIENT AUTHORITY TO MAINTAIN PUBLIC 
SECURITY. STILL, EXPECTED REVISION OF SSA WILL FURTHER 
ENHANCE POLITICAL ENVIRONMENT IN SUDAN. EMBASSY BELIEVES 
THAT SHOULD REVISIONS OCCUR AS MARDI EXPECTS AND 
WE THINK THEY WILL, MOVE WILL REPRESENT SIGNIFICANT STEP 
BY NIMEIRI TO IMPROVE CIVIL LIBERTIES AND AFFIRM 
PRIMACY IN SUDAN OF RULE OF LAW. 
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